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The question of how the varied species in a species assemblage influence each oth-
er—if at all—is never settled: some thwart (or eat) each other; others work together to 
make life possible: still others just happen to find themselves in the same place. As-
semblages are open-ended gatherings. They allow us to ask about communal effects 
without assuming them. They show us potential histories in the making.

- Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing 

Constantly in flux, the project It is part of an ensemble invites visitors to become part 
of a  collective making- and thinking process.Through an assemblage of different el-
ements the museum becomes for one evening an experimental gathering place. In 
her book The Mushroom at the End of the World anthropologist Anna Lowenhaupt 
Tsing describes how we can be sensitized to recognize the possibilities of these as-
semblages. The book forms an important lead for the open collective of artists, the-
ater-makers, musicians and students that composes this evening. In De Pont they will 
create, amongst others, a live soundtrack for a film installation, brew their own drinks 
and make prints with plants from the museum garden. On Thursday November 17 the 
evening will be further supplemented with three workshops related to the program of 
the week before.  

The project It is part of an ensemble was initiated by Bas van den Hurk en Jochem 
van Laarhoven as a research into relations between fine art and theater. Out of this re-
search Networked Collective came into being: a flexible group of artists, theater-mak-
ers, actors, performers, theoreticians and students who all feel engaged to further 
research ideas around forms of collectivity. The tension between the social process 
of working and living together and the formal, autonomous qualities of the work that 
form the outcomes of that process are constantly questioned within, amongst others, 
collective work periods, residencies, exhibitions and organizing workshops at acad-
emies.
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